
English: “Finger 

Lickin Good” 

French: “bien se 

lécher les doigts” 

English translated 

to French 

English: “good 

finger licking” 

French translated 

BACK to English 

“Finger Lickin Good” = “good finger licking” ? 

Step 2: Modify Original Text 

English: “Finger 

Lickin Good” 

English: “So 

Good, you’ll lick 

your fingers” 

English modified 

for clearer  

translation 

Decentering 
Decentering is an iterative process whereby the re-

searcher performs back translation, modifies the ORIGI-

NAL text if unsatisfied, performs back translation on the 

modified original text, and continuing until satisfied. The 

key is to draw a balance between translational accuracy 

and maintaining the original text. Step 1: Back Translation 

Researcher 

Translator A 

Translator B 

KEY 



French: “si bon que 

vous vous lécherez 

les doigts.” 

English translated 

to French 

English: “so good 

you'll lick your 

fingers.” 

French translated 

BACK to English 

Step 3: Back Translation of New Modified Text 

“so good you'll lick your fingers.” = “so good you'll lick your fingers.” ? 

English: “So 

Good, you’ll lick 

your fingers” 

Decentering 

Step 4: Continue modifying original text 

and back translating until satisfied 


